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Introduction

Once again, it’s that time of year when the children (and staff) get very excited by all the decorations, events and festivities. We can’t hold back any longer, Christmas is fast approaching, the tree has just arrived and we will be well into productions next week. 
Staffing
Mrs Jordan will be starting her maternity leave towards the end of January, Mrs Thistlethwaite and Mrs Westwell will be teaching the children in 2J…we look forward to having Mrs Thistlethwaite back after her maternity leave and send all our love to Mrs Jordan and her husband and look forward to cuddles from their new arrival! 
Out of School Care

The holiday club at Morris Green will be operating over the Christmas period whenever the demand is there. If you require any care over this period, please see Nikki immediately as she will be arranging appropriate staffing for the children. 

Mock S.A.Ts for Year 6

The Year 6 children will soon be undertaking their mock S.A.Ts, working very hard to produce their best results. The S.A.Ts will not only identify those
children who need a little extra support, but also highlight areas of revision for the Year 6 teachers. Booster classes for the children requiring additional support in Literacy and Numeracy will continue in January.

Visits and events.

The children in Year 1 have had a visitor from a museum talking about toys from the past!  The visitor brought lots of old toys and taught the children lots of ‘old fashioned’ games…one or two of which didn’t seem quite so ‘old fashioned!’  
The children in Year 2 have had a trip to the Museum of Science & Industry this term.  This linked extremely well with their Learning Links theme on Transport.  The children had a fantastic time and learnt lots from their hands on experiences, 2J’s assembly was on transport and showed photographs from their trip...fantastic! 
The children in Y4 have had a trip to a Jewish museum.  This linked well with their World War Two and Judaism topics. 
The children in Y6 organised a fantastic Marvellous Mountains event where they researched a country and tried to ‘sell’ holidays to parents, staff, children and the local community…we have quite a few children with the ‘gift of the gab!’
Weather
Due to the weather conditions of late, lots of parents have been dropping off and collecting children in the car.  Please be courteous towards pedestrians and, when stopping, make sure that people have enough space to walk safely on the pavement and that enough space is left between parked cars for people to cross the road safely. Please also remember to be considerate to the neighbours in the surrounding area and try not to block their driveways and footpaths. Also take extra care in wet and icy conditions.  

Should we have any unexpected snow we will of course update the answering machine message, school website and Twitter pages as well as informing the local radio stations with news of any school closures. Please check if you are unsure. 
Please send children to school in suitable clothing, especially during the winter months.  Children can leave Wellington boots in a plastic bag on their peg and change into them at play time to avoid their feet getting cold and wet.  Please ensure that all additional clothing is labelled with your child’s name and class clearly visible.

Vandalism

Vandalism tends to happen in waves here at School and I am pleased to report that we are undergoing a relatively quiet wave at the minute – this may be due to the dark, cold nights! As ever, we thank our vigilant neighbours for their support. Should you wish to report any disturbances please use the following number to contact the Greater Manchester Police Force - 0161 872 5050. Thank you.

Academy Web site

The School website is updated regularly, and can be located on www.st-bede.net There is a lot of useful information on this site, as well as copies of this Newsletter. It also contains the School’s CLC which I know everyone has been informed of.  Ask your child to log you on and view some of the hard work the teachers have been working on to enrich your child’s learning. 

Football

The football team is going from strength to strength. After a resounding success at the mini tournament,  where we were awarded the winner’s trophy (now on display in the junior corridor), we have continued with our success.  The team played a friendly match against Sunning Hill which turned out to be a huge win for us at 21-0 and the following week we played against St. Simon and Jude’s where we won 8-1.  Our next match will be against Lever Edge and we hope to keep up our winning streak. Well done to all the football team for performing so well and always showing good sportsmanship. Our thanks must go to Dawn Higginson and Jack Millington, who have worked very hard together to encourage and train the team. Well Done everyone. 

Messages from the Office
Dinner Money

The Friends of St Bede organised a very successful Christmas Bingo.  There was an extremely good turn out and over £424.80 was raised…all of which will be fed back into school to support the children’s learning. If you are interested in helping organise these events, please speak to Becky O Brien.   

The Friends of St Bede have also created wonderful Christmas hampers that will be raffled in the last week of term.  Each child will bring home two tickets to sell for £1 each and additional tickets are available from the office.
The School Council also organised a fabulous day to raise money for Children in Need.  Once again a huge thank you to you all for being so generous, we raised a whopping £609.46
Christmas dates:
Nativity Performances

Dec. 12th   
Foundation stage performance 2.00 p.m. 

Dec. 13th 
Infant performance  2.00 p.m. 

Dec. 14th 
Foundation stage performance 10.15 a.m. 


Infant performance 2.00pm
Dec. 15th 
Foundation stage performance 10.15 a.m.

Infant performance  2.00 p.m. 

Dec.16th 
Foundation stage performance, 2.00 p.m. 

Details for the performances have already been sent out. Please see Miss Sullivan in the office for tickets. Infant children may be taken straight home after the performance has finished.  Please enjoy a coffee and a mince pie in the hall and the children will meet you there once they have changed back into their uniform.
Please note that the Foundation stage performances involve the children from Baby Bede pre-school, School Nursery and both Reception classes.

Carols in the Yard
On Tuesday 20th December at 3.15pm, the Choir and children will be singing festive carols in the yard.  This is a new event and we are hoping it will bring together the community at this joyous time of year.  Please come along and join in the fun, singing new and traditional Christmas carols.  This event will replace the traditional Carol Service in Church.
Christmas activities

The children’s Christmas parties will be held from 19th December and throughout the week, and the children will be informed of the particular day for their class.
There will be a pantomime in School once again on 20th December and a letter has been sent home. This year the children will be watching ‘Snow White’. Children from Reception to year 6 are invited to the pantomime and the cost will be £2.00 per child. 
The children in Year 2 will be bringing a little Christmas Spirit to the residents and staff at Kenyon Rise Nursing Home on Thursday 15th December.  The children will walk down to the home to sing the songs from their Nativity performance…something the residents always appreciate and enjoy.
Visit from Father Christmas

We are looking forward to a very special visitor on Thursday 22nd December. If Father Christmas is not too busy he will call to see our younger children and bring some very special gifts. As we want it to be a surprise, perhaps you can keep it a secret till then!
Services at St Bede Church
Sunday 18th December 10am: A Celebration for Christmas

Saturday 24th December 6.30: Carols around the Christmas Tree

Sunday 25th December 10am: Holy Communion

School closes at 3.15 p.m. on Thursday 22nd December and re-opens at 8.55 a.m. on Thursday 5th January 2012.

And Finally….

Mr. Hatch and all the Staff would like to wish you All a Merry Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.

Please make sure you send your child’s dinner money on Monday mornings in a labelled envelope to your child’s class teacher, not to the office. As mentioned in previous newsletters, dinner money will be increased to £7.50 per week from January 2012.  This price increase is sadly beyond our control, but I’m sure you’ll agree that a hot dinner is far more beneficial to children during the cold winter months. 











