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Introduction
We are an Academy! After almost twelve months, we have finally reached our goal of becoming an Academy. As we have said before, you will notice very little difference apart from the signs around the building; the largest change will be the funding, which will come directly from the DfE (Department for Education), instead of through the Local Authority. This means that we will receive 100% of our education budget, without things being ‘top-sliced’ before they reach us. This final step will give us ultimate autonomy, a challenge we relish as we are confident that it will offer even greater benefits to your children. 

Summer is almost upon us, or so the calendar tells us, although the weathermen are yet to agree. The weather doesn’t put a dampener on the children’s spirits though, they are all getting very excited about forthcoming holidays, new classes and new teachers. 
Staffing Changes
Mrs Whittaker has been successful in her application for a promoted post at High Lawn School in Bolton and Miss Jones is returning to her home town of Darlington to take up a new position. We wish both of them well, and send our love and best wishes with them. We are very excited to have appointed two new teachers, Miss Rimmer and Miss Woodward, to the year 5 classes. They have both been in School already and were able to join us for moving up day on 1st July. We look forward to working with both of them. 
There have been a few class adjustments, but mainly the children are moving up with their classmates from this year. All children have been informed now which class their child will be in in the Autumn term. If anyone is unsure, please speak to the class teacher. 

School SATs

The children and staff have all worked really hard this year, and this is evidenced in our results. The Key Stage 1 SAT results are: 93% achieving level 2 + in Reading, 93% in writing and 88% in Maths. Key Stage 2 results are: 96% achieving level 4 + in Reading, 74 % level 4 + in Writing, 96% overall in English and 98% level 4+ in Maths. Well done to everyone in School who worked hard to achieve their best test results. 

 ‘Moving up morning’
Friday 1st July was moving up morning for all the children, and children new to the School were also invited. This is in addition to the sessions which have been taking place for some time now for new pupils and their families.  This gives an ideal opportunity for the children to get to know their new teachers a little, and vice versa, thus allaying any concerns the children may have. 
Visits and events
Lots of visits this half term:

Nursery children went to Smithills Farm,

Reception children went to Chester Zoo,

Year 1 children went to Blackpool Zoo,

Year 2 children visited the mosque, 
Year 6 children went to London. 
Year 3 had a fabulous multi sports day at Bolton Arena, and also had a fabulous weekend away at Burrs Country Park. 

Years 5 and 6 had their annual long weekend away at PGL. Thanks to everyone who helped to organise these trips.
Eco councillors visited an exhibition at Bolton Arena.

Wow, what a lot of trips – and all were thoroughly enjoyed, and there were lots of compliments about how well our children behaved. The teachers were very proud. 

Eco-School / School Councillors 
The children continue to meet weekly under the direction of Mrs Scotson, Miss Magee, Miss Berry and Miss Connor and have very recently attended the Eco Schools’ Show at Bolton Arena. They attended workshops on sustainability and how to look after the local environment, and collected ideas to set a new action plan for the following year. What a fantastic life skill for our children!
School Admissions

During the early part of the Autumn term, parents / carers of children in year 6 will receive their preference forms for secondary schools. If you are still unsure where you would like your child to go, why not attend the open evenings which will be held, and judge for yourselves? They are usually advertised through the local paper as well as via school, so keep your eyes open for these and see how welcome you are made to feel at individual schools, and how well your questions are answered. When you do complete the actual form, it is vital that you identify 3 choices and that the form is returned by the correct date. This applies to admission to the reception classes, you must put 3 preferences, and please remember that a place in our Nursery does not guarantee a place in the reception class. 
Performance
The children in the Upper Key Stage 2 classes have been working extremely hard under the direction of Miss Cooksey, Miss Magee and other staff on the production of ‘The Lion King, which takes place in the Hall on Wednesday and Thursday, 6th and 7th July at 7.00 p.m. Tickets have sold like hot cakes and we almost had a ‘black market’ outside for re-sale of spare tickets! The children in year 6 were fortunate enough to have gone to the Lyceum Theatre in London to watch the Lion King! They had an absolutely fabulous time, one child said it was the best day of his life! Not sure about the 4 a.m. return – though this was probably the highlight for many children!
Leavers’ Service
The Leavers’ Service this year will be held on Sunday 10th July at 10am in St. Bede’s Church. The children themselves will be guiding the congregation through the service. We will be grateful for all your support and prayers for our children who are leaving us to face important challenges ahead. Each child will be presented with a Bible and we hope this will be an inspiration for years to come.

Buildings
There are no building works planned for this summer and so the cleaners can move in throughout the holiday period and make our School bright and sparkling once again. They have promised to leave the floors till the last week so staff can come in and re-organise their rooms if they wish. We were hoping that the container build in the back playground would get underway during the summer holidays, but this has been delayed and we are unsure of the start date. 
Holidays.
We have an increasing number of parents requesting holidays immediately after the start of a term.  This is a vital time of learning and socialising for our young children; please take note that holidays immediately or soon after a published school holiday will NOT be authorised. This means that the parent(s) run the risk of each being sent a fine of £50. Please ensure that you receive permission from School BEFORE booking any holidays to avoid disappointment, as this is a request at the School’s discretion, not a right. Should it be authorised, it is still classed as an absence and so your child will not have 100% attendance on that particular month. 
School Uniform
We have been holding on to uniform orders because we knew that our Academy status was imminent, so these orders have now been sent. There will be no change to the uniform apart from swapping the word ‘School’ to ‘Academy’ and it is perfectly acceptable to continue to wear the School uniform rather than the Academy uniform during the transition period, although the majority of you will be purchasing new for the new term. 

It is a credit to you that you have kept your children well turned out all year. Thank you for supporting us with your efforts. School shoes can be an expensive item and so 
before you invest in your next pair, may we remind you that shoes with heels are not suitable for School wear. Flat shoes are safer in a school environment. Also a reminder to put your child’s name in all uniform. 
Vandalism
Please be alert during the summer holiday period. The number to ring if you see anything untoward are: 0161 872 5050.

Earrings and haircuts
May we remind you that the wearing of earrings is not permitted in School at all for health and safety reasons. If you wish your child to have their ears pierced, please do so at the beginning of this holiday, so that earrings can be removed before the new term begins in September. 
Should you wish to have lines / patterns cut into your child’s hair during the holiday period, please make sure that they are cut out in time for the start of the new term. ‘Holiday hair’ is quite acceptable during the holidays, but not once we are back at school.
Messages from the Office

The School office will be open throughout the holiday period, so if you have any queries or wish to purchase uniform, ring or call in. 

Dinner Arrangements

If you wish to change your child’s lunch arrangements in September, please inform the Office by Friday 15th July, so that we can make out our new dinner registers. Subsidised dinners will increase in price to £1.25 per meal to everyone for the Autumn term, with a further increase to £1.50 in the Spring term. For the Autumn term, the cost will be £6.25 per week. Throughout the term, please give us one week’s notice of any changes. 
Please any make cheques payable to St Bede CE Primary Academy from now on instead of to the school as they will no longer be accepted by the bank.

Emergency Contacts
We rely on you to keep us up to date with changes of addresses, new mobile numbers and new work numbers in case we need to get in touch with you during the School day. We have had a few situations recently where we have needed to contact parents and have been unable to do so. Please make sure that this does not happen to you. 

Thank you to our helpers.
Many parents have helped us with our events, which raise money for your children. We raised £1000 just at the Summer Evening! Can I take this opportunity once again to thank all those who have helped us in this 
way, and also everyone else who has supported the School in any way, especially Tracy MacFarland and her little band of helpers. I would also like to give a particular vote of thanks to ‘Bouncy Smiles’ for their generosity in providing us with bouncy castles free of charge, this has helped enormously with our fund raising. 
The children’s activities during Lent meant we were able to send a cheque for £600 to Chemo-mums, a Bolton based charity which offers support to families touched by cancer. They do a fabulous job, I only hope our contribution helps.

We will be holding a Fun Run on Wednesday 13th July, watch out for further details!

School Holidays
The School will close on Friday 15th July at 3.15pm and will re-open on Monday 5th September at 8.55a.m. for all children.
And finally……

We would like to thank everyone, parents and friends who have given us time and support through the year. Thanks must also go to the School Governors who have worked so hard on our behalf. As we move into a new phase as an Academy, we look forward to even bigger and better things for your children. May we wish you a very happy holiday.

